An update on orthodontic manpower in ireland.
There has been considerable debate in Europe over the past few years on manpower requirements in orthodontics. In some countries today the need for orthodontic care cannot be accommodated due to lack of professional manpower whereas in others a surplus of orthodontic treatment facilities exists. The aim of the present study was to establish a baseline for orthodontic demographics in the Republic of Ireland. The number of orthodontists currently practising in Ireland was identified together with the number of Irish graduates currently on training programmes. Population figures were obtained from the Central Statistics Office. The orthodontic manpower situation has altered dramatically in the Republic of Ireland over the past 20 years. The number of 12-year-olds per orthodontist has reduced over the past 18 years from 2773 in 1980 to 890 in 1998. The age profile of the orthodontists presently practising in Ireland is low with an expected retirement over the next 20 years of only 28 of the 69 orthodontists identified. This study provides baseline information on orthodontic manpower in Ireland, and will facilitate Ireland's participation in similar or comparative studies in the future.